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All I ask is a Tall Ship and a star to guide
her by

By Chris Spencer

THE  historic 137-foot  schooner,
, arrived in Bermuda this week
on its way to its summer home in the
city of Boston. The crew invited
members of the public on board last
Tuesday as a way of saying thank you to
Bermuda.

"Bermuda is a regular port of call for
us,” said World Ocean School board
member Pam Cunningham. "We usually §
stop here at least twice a year on our s

way up to Boston and our way back

down to St. Croix, staying for several

days at a time. Everyone is so friendly and accomodating that this year we decided
to do a little friendly outreach.

"We invited locals on board for a little party. We welcomed everyone to our home to
say thank you for welcoming us into your home.

"The crew is always very excited for their stay here. They have normally spent about
five months in St. Croix by that point and Bermuda is a welcome change of
scenery."

Originally designed as a fishing yacht, was built in 1925 in Essex,
Massachusetts. She was one of many vessels built at the time to compete in annual
races that pitted the fastest fishing boats out of Halifax, Canada against the fastest
boats out of Gloucester, Massachusetts.

The fact that she was not strictly a fishing vessel gave her an advantage in the races
as the yacht had been designed with speed and maneuverability in mind.

While tenure as a fishing yacht was short lived, she had an impressive
run, even setting some extraordinary records. In 1934 she made her mark by
hauling an amazing 74 swordfish in one day.

After her short stint as a fishing yacht, was purchased by the Boston
Pilots' Association and was shortly after put into service guarding Boston harbour
during World War Two. Described by an agent for the Boston Pilots as being "as
close as possible to the ideal pilot boat as any vessel,” she spent most of the war
patrolling the New England coast with a mounted .50 calibre machine gun.

With the introduction of smaller, faster, steel vessels,
retired in 1973 after 32 years of tireless service under the Pilots.

was eventually

In 1974 she was purchased by Boston sea captains Jim Sharp and Orville Young.
After an extensive re-modelling of the ship's interior, she spent the next couple of
decades in use in the tourist industry.

More recently, in 2002,
World Ocean School.

was repossessed by the bank and donated to The

Wasting no time, the new owners had her towed to Boothbay, Maine, where she
underwent some much-needed updates and restorations.

After two years on land,
vessel in 2005.

made her inaugural voyage as an educational

Headquartered in Boston, Massachusetts, The World Ocean School is a charitable
organisation dedicated to providing education through a hands-on approach to
learning.
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"The World Ocean School is a character building and applied learning programme,”
said Dwight Deckelmann, founder of The World Ocean School and captain of

"Through hands-on experience participants learn teamwork,
responsibility and maritime skills."

These days she spends her summers in the Northeastern United States, mostly in
Boston and her winters in St. Croix in the US Virgin Islands. After 84 years of
adventures she has settled into her role as an educational tool, providing
experiences and schooling to people of all ages and walks of life.

"In St. Croix, in the winter, we usually work with seventh and eighth graders in the
public school system. During the summer months we primarily do charters and

educational tours out of New England.

"We also work the school curriculum into the programme with some applied
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learning. Students learn Biology and science by studying the ocean, they learn some nts th J9h

physics by studying the way the sails produce lift and by learning about - ~ -

interesting past they get a history lesson. By learning how to read charts and

studying basic navigation the kids get a math lesson," said the captain.
PRINT WIZARD

is one of only six original Grand Banks schooners still in existence and is SOFTWARJEW

registered as a U.S. national, historic landmark. She has participated in many Tall Y O i

ship events and, according to the captain, is usually the oldest ship in attendance. Recomended for Faster

Most recently she spent some time at an event in Jacksonville Florida before mmds

making her five-day voyage to Bermuda. e
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